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Dear Sir: 

In response to the Office Action dated October 11, 2000, please consider the following remarks. 

AMENDMENTS 

Please substitute the following claims for those pending in the present apphcation. A 
separate paper with versions of these claims marked to show the changes is attached. 

In the claims : 

1 . (Amended) A composition of matter [comprising] consisting of SEQ ID NO 2 and 
SEQ ID NO 3. 

2. (Amended) A composition of matter for detecting a target sequence comprising a first 
nucleic acid comprising SEO ID NO 2, a second nucleic acid comprising SEP ID NO 3, and a 
third sequence selected from the group consisting of SEQ ID NO 4 and SEQ ED NO 5. 

4, (Amended) A method for detecting a target sequence in a test sample comprising the 
steps of: 

(a) forming a reaction mixture comprising nucleic acid amplification reagents, the 
composition of matter of claim 1, and a test sample suspected of containing a target sequence; 

(b) subjecting the mixture to amplification conditions to generate an amplification product; 

(c) hybridizing a probe selected from the group consisting of SEQ ID NO 4 and SEQ ID NO 
5 to the amplification product to form a hybrid; and 

(d) detecting the hybrid as an indication of the presence of the target sequence in the test 
sample. 
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